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Preface 
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  

They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act  
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” 

(The Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

On the 11th of December 1994 the President of the Russian Federation (RF), Boris Niko-
layevich Yeltsin, signed a decree on Establishing Constitutional Order in the Republic of 
Chechnya. That day is considered to be the beginning of the First Chechen War. That war was 
a war of the political authorities against the peaceful part of the Chechen population. The State 
authorities remained indifferent to the fate of the victims among the civil population. The 
doomed people lost the war that was thrust upon them, one person at a time.
 Non-observance of human rights, combined with the tyranny of the military action chosen 
by the Commanders of the armed forces in Chechnya, lead to a massive violation of human 
rights and Chechen mothers turned out to be those who lacked the most protection in this 
situation. The deployment of Russian troops, explained by the necessity to protect the consti-
tutional rights of the civil population of Chechnya, entailed tragic consequences for that very 
same civil population.
 During the military action, the Russian troops detained men everywhere without expla-
nation or charge and, most importantly, those detained disappeared without leaving trace 
for their relatives. After the militiamen had been driven out of the settlements, the refugees 
returned to their destroyed homes and immediately found themselves in Russian military fil-
tration camps. People were detained at roadblocks set up on the way in to settlements and also 
in private homes, air-raid shelters and just about everywhere. According to information from 
non-governmental organisations, more than 10 000 Chechen civilians passed through filtration 
camps during the period of military action. On the whole, men of between 15-60 years of age 
were detained.
 According to unofficial reports, approximately 18 000 Chechen civilians involuntarily dis-
appeared or went missing during the time of the armed conflicts (1994-1996 and 1999-2003). 
Many of these were detained in the presence of witnesses but then subsequently disappeared.     
  One in two Chechen families are searching for a close relative and some are even looking for 
as many as three. The relatives have been deprived of the right to know the fate of their nea-
rest and dearest and have no opportunity to provide them with a decent burial, if found dead. 
 Today, Chechen mothers have been deprived of the maternal right to know the fate of 
their sons. Their sons are civilians who have been illegally condemned by Russian courts on 
political points, such as betraying the fatherland and participating in illegal armed groups. 
For the last 11 years the non-governmental organisation for the protection of rights.
 The Mothers of Chechnya, has repeatedly addressed all the authorities of the Russian 
Federation. We have met with many politicians, deputies and officials. Many of our appeals 
and requests remain unanswered. 
 Close relatives to those who have “disap-

peared” or gone missing, are suffering 
from psychological stress and uncertainty 
caused by the lack of information. In many 
cases, fatal illnesses result from such psyc-
hological stress.
 A lack of information about 
missing persons has serious consequen-
ces, not only on the relatives, but also for 
society as a whole. What can be more Mothers March for Peace. Grozny, Chechnya, 1995. 
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humane than returning a lost son to his mother? A decent burial for a deceased son, so that the 
mother may visit his grave, is the duty of the living and of civil society.
Despite of all the hardships and threats to the lives of those carrying out the investigations, 
The Mothers of Chechnya have not stopped looking for missing persons. They have done so 
for 11 years and continue to do so today. 
    Chechnya has one of the most acute human rights problems in the world. The issue 
of those who have involuntarily disappeared or gone missing is desperately intricate and an 
important challenge for Chechnya and Russia.
 It should be noted that all the stories of the Chechen civilians who have disappeared have 
occurred and still occur in a civilised and democratic state that is a Member of the Council of 

Europe. However, irrespective of 
their political interests, a person’s 
life is their most precious asset, 
not only for their mothers who 
bore them, but also for the state. 
The Mothers of Chechnya, as all 
mothers around the world, have 
raised their children to work and 
live peaceful lives. We alone know 
how many sleepless nights, grey 
hairs and tears it cost to raise our 
children. 
 A child for each of us is happiness 
and joy – and the Great meaning of 
life. 

       Madina Magomadova 
       Magomed Yalkharo

Chechen mothers want their sons back.  
Nazran´, Republic Ingushetia, 1995.
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Chapter 1
  The Situation in Chechnya Today
The present President of the Republic of Chechnya, Alu Alkhanov, declared in an official 
statement that the Chechen people had made its choice. According to the president, all that 
remains for the minority now is to unreservedly submit to the overwhelming majority, who 
has decided by democratic means that Chechnya should be an inseparable part of the Russian 
Federation. However, one of the important characteristics of democracy is the right of the mi-
nority to retain its position and to be heard. As long as the opinion of the minority is ignored, 
the war in its different forms will go on.  
 The conflict in Chechnya has gone on for more than 10 years. Already it has taken the 
lives of many thousands of civilians, of Russian soldiers, of militants and of those who have 
resisted the Russian armed forces.
 Throughout all this time, human rights organisations have striven and continue to strive 
to document the cases of violations of human rights and international humanitarian law. It has 
become obvious throughout these years that neither side of the armed conflict in Chechnya has 
taken civilians into consideration in their actions. Furthermore, it is often these very people 
and civil establishments that fight for human rights that have become targets for the armed 
forces. 
 The bombing of the refugee camp on the 29th of October 1999, the murder of the inhabi-
tants of the Shatoisk region by special troops under the command of captain Ul’man (the mur-
derers were exonerated by the tribunal) and the triple destruction of the village of Samashka 
are all links of the same chain. As are also the torture and the executions without trial, the 
Beslan and Nord-Ost tragedies and the bomb attacks in overcrowded trains.

      The term “clean-up” has become a synonym for horror for 
the absolute majority of Chechen residents. Frightful events 
such as the disappearance of people have become common-
place in Chechnya and the neighbouring regions. People 
abducted by representatives of the warring parties disappear. 
Later, local residents sometimes find the bodies of those gone 
missing, showing signs of terrible torture. The information 
gathered by The Mothers of Chechnya proves incontrovertibly 
that the blame for such disappearances lies, to a significant 
extent, with the structures of the Russian forces. 
      The so-called “Chechenisation”1 of the conflict did not 
improve the human rights situation. The process not only 
included attempts to create regulatory bodies in the Republic 
of Chechnya and uniformed services composed of local resi-
dents, but also included such structures being delegated with 
the “right to illegal violence” by the Federal forces. Although 
active warfare has not been carried out in the majority of 
Chechnya for several years, the situation of the civil popula-
tion has barely improved. Local residents describe the situa-
tion today as “worse than war”, pointing out the atmosphere 
of tyranny and intimidation that reigns in the Republic and the 
people’s vulnerability to the continuing mass destruction.
     In Grozny, the daytime situation is relatively stable and 

This photograph was taken on the site 
of a military subdivision of the Rus-
sian army, deployed to the Republic 
of Chechnya. This shows the place 
where the Chechen civilians who were 
removed by force were usually held. 
People could be held in this hole for 
months. They eat, sleep and carry out 
their bodily functions in it.

1 A policy from the Russian government to deal with the situation in Chechnya 
launched. The major component oft the strategy is introducting stable and legal 
political institutions.
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peaceful – there are almost no gunshots and clashes in the town. However, as darkness covers 
the town the unofficial cease-fire comes into force – people try not to leave their homes and 
try even harder not to go near the numerous roadblocks. Behind the outer calm is what many 
know as the “Dirty War”, where human rights continue to be violated, illegally and without 
retribution. Violations include numerous unwarranted arrests, following which people disap-
pear, more often than not. The Chechen capital is still in ruins; signs of renewal are barely 
visible and most people in the town are living in homes that are often damaged by the constant 
gunfire and bombing. There is no central water supply and there are frequent power cuts. 
 To the south of Chechnya the conflict and its accompanying turmoil continue. In the 
Vedensk, Nozhai-Yurtovsk and other regions, armed clashes between the militants and the 
Federal forces or Chechen power structures occur on a near-daily basis. The major operation 
in February 2005, in which Ramzan Kadyrov’s armed forces division pursued a group of mi-
litants, allegedly numbering up to 60 people, into the hills, is a typical report on the continued 
fighting in the south – both sides sustained significant losses. An atmosphere of fear reigns in 
the regions controlled by the power structure of the First Deputy Prime Minister, R. Kadyrov. 
 Fearing repercussions, the people are reluctant to make contact with human rights 
organisations and journalists. People who have survived the nightmare of two wars and 
actively protested against the turmoil the wars caused in their villages, today fear opening the 
door even to their own neighbour, let alone complain. Some prefer not to report their missing 
relatives to the authorities, fearing for the fate of other members of the family. As a lady who 
has not reportetd her recently disappeared son missing, said, 
“I’ve searched everywhere, I’ve not written a report [for the public prosecutor]… There have been many here who wrote 
a reportn and then went missing (themselves)… It was terrifying… I still have two sons at home…  
If you tell someone, they may take them away too…”

In order to survive, the unprotected people are obliged to live by a peculiar moral code, the 
content of which can be best communicated by the well-known saying “If you want to live, 
keep your mouth shut”. This principle is vital for the majority of the inhabitants of the Repu-
blic of Chechnya and important to bear in mind when talking about the citizens’ possibilities 
to express their opinions, their position and community action.

Chapter 2 
  Enforced Disappearances in Chechnya
The international human rights organisation Human Rights Watch, well known for its 
activities in many parts of the world, has given a very harsh assessment of the situation 
regarding enforced disappearances in Chechnya. An extract from the report “Worse Than 
War: “Disappearances” in Chechnya – A Crime Against Humanity” (2005) confirms that the 
situation regarding enforced and involuntary disappearances in Chechnya have good grounds 
for being categorised as a crime against humanity.  
 Human Rights Watch is strongly calling on the UN Commission for Human Rights to 
implement strict measures, appropriate to the serious violations committed. The Commission 
is to adopt a resolution condemning enforced disappearances in Chechnya, strongly calling 
for the Russian authorities to take steps to reduce such practices without delay. The resolution 
should also call for the Russian government to urgently solve the issue of inviting the Working 
Group on Enforced Disappearances2.  
 The conflict in Chechnya has already gone on for more than ten years, accompanied by 
an acute crisis in the field of human rights. The Russian forces are attempting to win over the 
international society by “normalising” the situation in the Republic with all their might, al-
2 The working group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID) was established in 1980 by Comission on 
Human Rights resolution 20 (XXXVI).
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though the conflict is actually gradually expanding to other regions of the Northern Caucasus 
faster than ever before. Moscow is trying to present its actions in Chechnya as an investment 
in the world-wide fight against terrorism, whereas the unpunished tyranny of the federal forces 
is not only leading to the incalculable suffering of hundreds of thousands of peaceful people, 
but is also disrupting the combat against terrorism. 
 The Chechen militants have carried out monstrous acts of terror both in the Republic itself 
and in other parts of Russia. The federal forces and the power structures of the Republic of 
Chechnya, for their part, bear the responsibility for numerous crimes against the civil popula-
tion, including execution without trial, torture, tyrannical imprisonment and pillaging. 
 This being the case, the most constant characteristic of the conflict has been the involve-
ment of the Federal forces and the power structures of the Republic of Chechnya in involun-
tary disappearances. Recently a trend has been observed. The Republic’s power structures has 
grown increasingly active in the “Chechenisation” carried out by the federal policy centre. 
 Nudri Nukhazhiev, commissioner for Human Rights for the Republic of Chechnya, 
stated that more than 7 thousand people have gone missing over the last decade in Chechnya. 
Although, according to official figures, only 2780 people have gone missing or been abducted. 
The official figures are based on the analysis and collation of information received from nu-
merous sources, whereas the human rights organisation information is, in general, documented 
by workers whose monitoring covers only 30 % of the Republic of Chechnya. It is, however, 
obvious that the practice of enforced disappearances more and more often in recent years 
involves Chechen and neighbouring territories, primarily Ingushetia.
 Nukhazhiev considers that an interdepartmental federal commission needs to be created 
to solve the problems of searching for missing persons in Chechnya. In his opinion, such a 
commission should include representatives of all human rights organisations and other structu-
res that are concerned with the problem. The commissioner also noted that any attempt to 
clarify the fate of a missing person is met with serious obstacles associated with departmental 
segregation. “Military activity in Chechnya is over, but the issue of finding missing persons is 
an acute problem and is becoming ever more topical. And no-one will allow us to walk away 
from this issue”, said Nukhazhiev. 
 Furthermore, he expressed his opinion that criminal proceedings for all the residents of the 
Republic of Chechnya convicted over the last decade should be reviewed. “According to the 
information we have, more than 17 thousand people have been convicted over the last decade 
in the different regions of the Russian Federation. We are also in possession of information 
stating that more than 12 000 of them, including 600 women, are still under arrest”, - stated 
Nukhazhiev.
 The most serious problem in Chechnya today is the abduction and execution without trial 
of young men and women. On the one hand, this could be considered a manifestation of the 
sadism and senseless cruelty of criminals who use the army uniform and army membership as 
a smoke screen for brutal action. On the other hand, it could also be suggested that it’s one of 
the main ways the authorities have to intimidate the population, making use of the emergence 
of lawlessness to its own ends. 
 The apprehension of the population of Chechnya is mainly directed towards the Rus-
sian special services, a subdivision of the Main Intelligence Agency (GRU) of the Ministry 
of Defence (MD) and other specialised structures. The Vostok squadron, for example, which 
belongs to the elite subdivision of the GRU MD taskforce, is under the operational control of 
the Commander of the 42nd division. Vostok is one of the major forces in Chechnya (called in 
to control the southern and south-eastern parts of the Republic) along with the Zapad squadron 
headed up by the Russian army Major Said-Magomed Kakiev who was fighting in the First 
The WGEID’s mandate is to assist families in determining the fate and whereabouts of their relatives who, having disap-
peared, are placed outside the protection of the law.
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Chechen War on the side of the Federal forces. Highly present is also the five thousand-strong 
guard service for the President of Chechnya, headed up by Ramzan Kadyrov, presently acting 
as Deputy President of the Government of Chechnya. 
 Representatives of the General Staff of the MD, to which the GRU is subordinated, claim 
that Vostok and Zapad are separate reconnaissance squadrons in the division and that they 
have no connection with the GRU.  
 Vostok is headed by the influential Sulim Yamadaev, a former Field Commander. Soldiers 
from this squadron are suspects for the large-scale punitive action on the 4th of  June 2005 in 
the village of the Borozdinovsk, in the Shelkovsk region of Chechnya. Elderly local residents 
were killed in a village clean-up after which eleven residents of the village have gone missing. 
Squadron Commander Yamadaev denies the allegations and explains that his soldiers “did 
not carry out acts of violence towards civilians, but attempted to obtain information on the 
whereabouts of the bandits who murdered the father of one of our soldiers”. 
 According to official data from the Ministry of the Internal Affairs (MIA), 1537 citizens 
of the Republic went missing in Chechnya during the First Chechen War, 1994-1996. 
According to the information from the Commission for Missing Civilians, created at the 
local level in Chechnya, not one of those 1537 missing persons have been found alive. The 
figures are a result of the discovery of the discarded bodies of these people in Chechnya and 
in the Republic of the Northern Caucasus. Locations of mass graves in Chechnya have been 
identified. In many cases, relatives of the deceased have repatriated the bodies. If the people 
who disappear without trace are included, the figures should be even higher. 
 The laboratory for the identification of bodies in Grozny was created on the initiative of 
relatives of missing persons with the co-operation of the Russian laboratory in Rostov. In 
August 1999 there were 138 bodies in the laboratory, exhumed from the burial locations of 
unidentified corpses. After the start of military action the laboratory was destroyed but the 
refrigerated lorries were, according to reports on Russian television, sent to the laboratory in 
Rostov. 
 Within the framework of co-operation with the laboratory in Rostov, a representative of 
the laboratory in Grozny had access to the bodies of the Chechen civilians at the laboratory in 
Rostov. This information is according to an agreement found on the bodies of Russian soldiers 
in Chechnya. Today, unfortunately, the co-operation has been discontinued and it is, at present, 
almost impossible for Chechen civilians to avail themselves of the services of the laboratory in 
Rostov. 

Now, talks are being held between the Government of Russia and 
the Council of Europe regarding the creation of a laboratory for 
the identification of unidentified bodies in the Republic of Chech-
nya with financial support from European structures. For a long 
time, these talks and agreements with the relatives of the missing 
have only been based on very meagre resources. 
     The situation regarding the search for missing persons and the 
identification of unidentified corpses worsened with the outbreak 
of the Second Chechen War in 1999. The relatives of missing 
persons, under immense pressure from the power structures, were 
not allowed to meet to settle the dialogue with the authorities in 
order to solve this problem. 
     Currently, the periodical detention and enforced disappearance 
of young Chechen residents continues. 68 citizens have gone 
missing in one village alone in Alkhan-Kala. 

Recently, people have been abducted mainly between 2 and 3 am. This way, the Russian 
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Special Forces can abduct people without witnesses. As a rule, these people disappear without 
trace, but there are a few cases in which the relatives find out where the body is and have the 
opportunity to repatriate it. 
 Representatives of the federal power structure have been known to try and pass sentence 
in connection with abductions and murder of civilians in a number of cases. However, in the 
overwhelming majority of cases, those guilty of carrying out executions without trial are not 
found and no one is looking for them. 
 There have been a number of well-know cases of crimes against the civil population. The 
Budanov Affair is widely known. On the 26th of March 2000, an armour crewman colonel and 
commanding officer abducted and strangled a Chechen girl, El’za Kungaeva, crimes for which 
they later received a long sentence.
 In the so-called “Ul’man Affair“, four soldiers from the GRU special force were charged 
with murder and abuse of authority. According to the charge sheet, the group of soldiers, under 
the command of Eduard Ul’man, shot six citizens of the Republic and burnt the UAZ car that 
they were in, whilst on reconnaissance in the Shatoisk region of Chechnya in January 2002. 
 Another tragedy happened on the 11th of January 2002. Lyudmila Tikhomirova, solicitor 
for the relatives of the deceased Chechen Khamzat Tuburov recalls the situation. Khamzat 
Tuburov was a private taxi driver and on that day had been driving for the head of Nakhch-
Keloiskaya secondary school, Abdulvakhab Satabaev, and the deputy head of the school, Said 
Alaskhanov. They were on their way home from the village of Shata, where they had been to a 
meeting. There were also three other civilians in the car, including a pregnant woman. 
 The Cadet Affair concerns the abduction on the 2nd of January 2001 of Zelimkhan Mur-
dalov, a 26 year-old resident of Grozny. Charges were brought against a former officer of the 
criminal investigation department Oktyabrskaya ROVD in Grozny, Sergei Lapin, nicknamed 
“Cadet”. To date, the whereabouts of Murdalov and his fate is unknown. Lapin and his col-
leagues from the Khanty Mansiisck riot squad were also prosecuted for other crimes against 
civilians. In particular, Lapin was charged on three articles of the Russian Federation Criminal 
Code: simultaneously: abuse of official authority, the wilful infliction of grievous bodily harm 
and forgery. 
 At present, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Chechnya has accumulated a vast number 
of statements from residents of the Republic relating to the disappearance of their relatives. 
According to information from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the number of citizens gone 
missing between 2003 and 2005 is decreasing. In 2003 approximately 700 people went 
missing, 150 in 2004 and 87 in 2005. The data that non-governmental organisations and state 
bodies possess on missing citizens for the same period diverges considerably. 
 Based on information from human rights organisations 317 residents were abducted in 
Chechnya in 2005. Of these, 153 went missing, another 126 were released, 23 were found 
dead and 15 are on trial. 
 According to information from the President of the Republic, А. D. Аlkhanov, 14 people 
have been abducted since the beginning of 2006 in Chechnya. However, according to informa-
tion from the human rights organisation Memorial, 30 residents of the Republic have been kil-
led and 45 abducted since the beginning of 2006. Of these, 21 were released, three were found 
dead and 13 have gone missing. Another eight people, considered to have been abducted, are 
presently on trial. 
 However, if the situation in the Republic as regards the abduction of people does not 
change, then it will produce an even greater scale of violence. This system, in which thous-
ands of people have disappeared, has to a significant extent spawned the terror that continues 
in the Northern Caucasus. The relatives of those who have disappeared constitute a mobilisa-
tion base for the orchestrators of terror. It is easier for someone to explain the need to partici-
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pate in terrorism if he or she is motivated by private vengeance. This is just the kind of people 
who were among the terrorists in Beslan and Nord-Ost. As a result, a self-replicating system is 
produced in which so-called “counter-terror” give rise to a new wave of terror. 
 Over recent years, the civilian public prosecutor’s bodies have started to act on the 
majority of the relative’s reports of crimes or abductions. In mid February 2003, the Chechen 
public prosecutor said that there were 1163 criminal cases under way in the Republic’s public 
prosecutor’s office regarding the abduction of some 1700 people. Two years later, on the 25th 
of February 2005, the representative of the State Council of Chechnya, Taus Dzhabrailov, 
declared that according to data on abductions from 1999-2005, 2450 people had initiated 1814 
criminal cases with the public prosecutor. 
 The total lack of results for these criminal cases, however, indicates the authorities’ reluc-
tance to assign responsibility. The statistics for soldiers convicted for crimes against civilians, 
compiled by the General Public Prosecutor in 2004, do not show even one sentence related 
to enforced disappearances. In 2005, the Chechen Public Prosecutor, Vladimir Kravchenko 
claimed that “seven employees of human rights organisations were appointed to criminal 
responsibility for crimes related to the disappearance of people last year”, but he did not give 
any further details.
 The majority of criminal cases tail off or get bogged down after a few months “due to the 
failure to establish the identity of the perpetrators of the crimes”. Well-established practice 
when responding to human rights organisations has long since become, in most cases, a 
reluctance to carry out even basic investigations, such as questioning witnesses or tracing a 
car which was used for an abduction, according to eye witnesses. Even in those cases where 
victims or witnesses provide information that could easily lead to “establishing the identity of 
the perpetrator of the crime” (names of the commanders of the subdivision, number plates or 
motor vehicle side numbers) the inquest usually does not show any desire to use such reports. 
 For example, the relatives of 23-year-old Aslan Tazurkaev, whom the federal forces took 

from the village of Novye Atagi 
in July 2004, remembered the 
registration numbers of three cars 
and armoured carriers and sub-
sequently ascertained that a FSB 
division deployed near the village 
had participated in the operation. 
When he, together with the head 
of the local administration, tried 
to make inquiries there, they were 
threatened with abduction them-

selves if they showed their faces there again. Criminal proceedings were initiated according to 
the facts of the abduction, but, owing to the lack of information and witnesses who had seen 
Tazurkaev under arrest, the public prosecutor was not able to either establish the identity of the 
perpetrator of the crime or find the missing person. 
 In some cases, in which there are strong indications of the participation of the federal 
forces, the civilian prosecutor tries to pass on the affair to the military prosecutor, who usually 
refuses to take over the case and the issue is left “hanging” between the two departments. 
 Even when those held as prisoners are subsequently released from the unofficial deten-
tion facilities and there is no doubt as to the identity of the “perpetrators of the crime”, the 
perpetrators are not called to account. In 2004, there were only a few cases of abducted people 
in which official entities (human rights organisations or local administrations) managed to 
obtain the freedom of those abducted. In each of these cases, those abducted turned out to be 

The Mothers of Chechnya protest against the violation of human rights in 
Chechnya. Moskva, Russia, 1997.
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employees of the power structures that are directly controlled by the federal authorities. There 
are no cases in which the kidnappers were put on trial. It is well known that impunity gives 
rise to more crime. If the appropriate measures are not taken, the problem regarding the disap-
pearance of Chechen civilians will remain unsolved for a long time to come. 

Chapter 3
  Hostage-Taking as a Form of Coercion
At present the war is in its almost completed stage known as “Chechenisation”. Authority has 
been transferred to the Chechen power structures, including authority over the forces that are 
composed of ethnic Chechens. This means the search for separatists is being carried out by 
structures composed of local residents who know everyone who lives there. They apply pres-
sure on the militants via their relatives, urging them to surrender. The coercion, in most cases, 
consists in them taking the close relatives of the resistance militants hostage. If they still will 
not surrender, they say the relatives will disappear without trace. 
 2004 marked a shift in the development in Chechnya for a number of reasons. Firstly, the 
war definitively crossed its borders and spread to the neighbouring regions, most notably to 
Ingushetia, Dagestan, Northern Ossetia and Kabardino-Balkaria.   
 Secondly, it was the year of qualitative changes in the methods of the operation itself. The 
process of “Chechenisation” of the war was almost completed. The participation, support and 
protection of the federal centre formed the character of the system. This is the same centre 
that formerly carried out individual cases of hostage-taking, arson and destruction of homes, 
murders and other forms of retaliatory action regarding members of the family presumed to be 
militants.
 Former repressive action regarding families of militants were either acts of vengeance or 
attempts to receive some kind of information on the militants relatives but now such methods 
became tactical coercion of the militant soldiers with the aim of making them surrender. 
 In 2004, repression of the resistance fighters’ relatives, including their being taken 
hostage, took on a much more wide-scale and systematic character. On the 9th of June 2004, 
the first Vice-President of the Government of the Republic of Chechnya Ramzan Kadyrov 
claimed the following regarding the relatives of resistance fighters in an NTV interview, “We 
will punish their relatives according to the law. They are helping bandits, but they say that 
they are helping their own relatives, brothers and sisters. No, they are helping bandits. We will 
punish them according to the law. And if there is no such law, we will go to the Russian State 
Duma and ask that they pass such a law, such that they may be punished. Otherwise the war in 
Chechnya will never come to an end”. 
 It is clear that in the development of this suggestion on the 20th of October 2004, The 
General Prosecutor for Russia, Vladimir Ustinov, whilst giving a speech in the State Duma 
promoted the idea of legalising “counter hostage taking” and “summary trials” regarding 
terrorists. “Detaining the relatives of terrorists during the conduct of terrorist attacks, will cer-
tainly help us save and rescue people”, - claimed the General Public Prosecutor. In this way, 
the General Public Prosecutor suggested that the practice widely used by the power structures 
of the Republic of Chechnya in Chechnya in 2004 be legalised. 

Here are some examples to substantiate the hostage-taking system:
In December 2004, the relatives of Aslan Maskhadov were taken hostage – his elderly sister, 
two brothers and nephews. According to eyewitnesses they were all detained by represen-
tatives of detachments under the control of Ramzan Kadyrov and were taken by them to an 
unidentified location.  
 This was not the first time that members of the family of the former President of the 
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Republic of Chechnya, killed by the federal forces on the 8th of March 2005, had been taken 
hostage. For example, in the year 2000, Beslan Gantemirov was abducted by a subdivision and 
within 2 months his brother Lechi Maskhadov, born in 1936, was illegally detained. According 
to his relatives, they found out that he was held for 26 days in Gudermes temporary detention 
prison (IDC) after which he was handed over to FSB employees. 
 At the beginning of September 2004 (during the hostage situation at a school in Beslan, 
North Ossetia) 12 relatives of Aslan Maskhadov were again taken hostage. Buchu’s sister and 
members of his cousin’s family were taken to Khankal. Soldiers abducted Artur Maskhadov’s 
nephew from his own wedding, together with his bride. Even relatives of Aslan Maskhadov’s 
wife, the Semievs, residents of the Nadterechny region of Chechnya, were detained. On the 3rd  
of September, after the reluctant storming of the school in Beslan, they were released.  
 The abducted relatives of the separatist leader attracted the attention of the mass media 
and the international structures. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and 
other international organisations expressed their bewilderment and protest. Few knew that the 
hostage taking of the militants’ relatives and vindictive action against the militants’ families 
had been common practise in Chechnya for a year already. 
 One of the few cases that received publicity in 2004 was the February abduction of the 
family members of Field Commander Magomed Khambiev. Between the 29th of February and 
the 1st of March, according to various assessments, some 40 to 80 of his relatives (including 
the elderly and the women) from various Chechen villages, were detained. 

The categories of the victims of enforced disappearances in Chechnya:
In most cases, the victims of enforced and involuntary disappearances are men between the 
age of 18 and 40 and represent diverse social groups. The diversity points towards the authori-
ties considering them to be supporters of the militants or possible sources of information. 
 Recently women have more frequently fallen victim to enforced disappearances, a trend 
that could be connected to the growing number of acts of terror in Russia in which female 
”die-hards” participate. The third category of missing persons comprises the militants’ relati-
ves.  
 Representatives of non-governmental organisations, who find it increasingly hard to do 
their jobs, are becoming a particular category of victim of pursuit and enforced disappearan-
ces. Human rights workers are pursued because of their activity and are likely to disappear 
without trace. 
 The last cases of abduction of colleagues from the Citizens’ Action Committee confirm 
these statements. On the 9th of April 2006 the head of the committee, Bulat Chilaev, and local 
resident Aslan Israilov were detained while leaving the village of Sernovodsk by “workers 
from unidentified power structures”  and taken to an “unidentified location”.  
 The Citizens’ Action Committee has been working in Chechnya since autumn 1999 and 
provides humanitarian, medical and legal assistance to refugees. The Chechen power struc-
tures, which the President of the Committee Svetlana Gannushkina approached, confirm that 
their colleagues did not detain Israilov and Chilaev. But, as the human rights workers confirm, 
a large special operation was carried out by the power structures on the 9th of April.
 The case of Osman Boliev serves as yet another example of coercion on human rights 
workers. He was detained on the 15th of November 2005 in the town of Khasavyurt (Dages-
tan). In 2002, a group of like-minded people from Khasavyurt established the Regional Public 
Organisation Romashka, engaged in peacekeeping and the investigation of crimes carried out 
by civil servants. Boliev became the President of the organisation who worked in co-operation 
with other human rights organisations in Russia and abroad.  
 Boliev and his colleagues dealt for example with the disappearance of the local resident 
Israilov who was detained by the employees of Khasavyurt Town Department for Internal 
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Affairs on the 19th of October 2004. A complaint on this case had been made to the European 
Court of Human Rights in 2005 and was recognised to be of high priority. On the 15th of No-
vember 2005 Osman Boliev was detained by State Traffic Inspection officers under the pretext 
of verifying information on his car, which was, in the words of the traffic safety inspectorate 
worker, similar to one listed as hijacked. However, on the way to the Khasavyurt, police 
department, Boliev’s car was intercepted by members of the special police force. At this point 
the State Traffic Inspection officers handed Boliev over to the special police force and left. 
The special police force took Boliev to the Khasavyurt Department of Internal Affairs, where 
they, while searching his car, located a dismantled grenade. Boliev was detained and later 
charged under Part 1 of Article 222 of the RF Criminal Code on the storage of ammunition. 
 However, the indictment documents contain several traces of violation of legal procedu-
res. The very search protocols were insufficient and the documents presented to the public 
prosecutor’s office in order to initiate the criminal proceedings did not comprise administra-
tive information on the arrest. Immediately after Boliev was detained they beat him severely 
and then tortured him. He repeatedly lost consciousness. The policemen who tortured him said 
that he was “conducting himself improperly” and that he should confess to the storage of am-
munition and to the participation in illegal armed groups. 
 Since December 2005, thanks to the action of the Social Verdict Fund, Osman Boliev was 
defended by Moscow solicitor Sergei Brovchenko whose participation turned the situation 
around. On the 13th of February 2006 Boliev was released from custody until sentencing on 
the petition of the defence, subject to him signing a written pledge not to leave town. The 
court proceedings, which could full well return Osman behind bars, were to be held on the 16th 
of March 2006. 

Searching for missing brother 
The following story of disappearance is provided by the president of The Mothers of Chech-
nya, Madina Magomadova, who is herself involved in the search for her 
missing brother Shamsa Maskhudovich Magomadov. The fate of Shamsa 
Magomadov is similar to the fate of all the residents of Chechnya who have 
gone missing during the Chechen wars.
 “Shamsa Maskhudovich Magomadov was born in the village of Bamut 
in the Achkhoi-Martanovsk region of the Chechen-Ingushetian ASSR. He 
completed his studies at Saratov Agricultural Institute and worked as an 
engineer at the Rodina state farm in the Lennisk district of Grozny until the 
beginning of the First Chechen War.  
 During the attack on Grozny, the 31st of December 1994, he was in his 
flat in Grozny. Tanks positioned for the attack surrounded the region in which his flat was 
located and he found himself on the front line.  
 A truce was declared in Grozny on the 8th of  January 1995 to gather the bodies. On the 9th 
of January, Shamsa left his car near his house and left the town to go to his parents’ house in 
the village of Shalazhi in the Urus-Martanovsk region of the Republic of Chechnya. He had 
gone 600 m from house 72 along Mir street, when he was detained by Russian soldiers. There 
was a young man with him who was also fleeing a burning Grozny. The Russian soldiers shot 
down his travelling companion and shot Shamsa in two places in his left leg, threw him into 
an armoured carrier and took him to Mozdok, in the Republic of Northern Ossetia-Alaniya.
 But I only found that out later, after much long and tiresome searching. At that time I was 
at my parents’ house in the village of Shalazhi. We waited for him every day. Unable to bear 
the agonising suspense I left for Grozny without my parents’ knowledge to find my brother 
on the18th of January 1995. I found witnesses who had seen my brother on the 9th of January 
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1995. I also found a young man who had seen how the Russian soldiers had stopped him and 
shot his travelling companion, how he had fallen after he had been shot in the leg and how 
they had thrown him into the armoured carrier. Moving around in Grozny was very dangerous. 
There was the constant noise of the shelling and helicopters flew over the town that was en-
gulfed with thick smoke. My life could have come to an end at any moment. Risking my life, I 
spent a long time searching for information on my brother.
 It was only on the 20th of February 1995 that I was able to definitely establish the fact 
that my brother had been detained by Russian soldiers. At that time all detained residents of 
Chechnya were taken to a filtration camp in Mozdok (Republic of Northern Ossetia-Alaniya).  
 Mozdok did not give me a warm welcome. There were Russian soldiers everywhere and 
the constant verification of documents and the danger of being detained accompanied me 
every day. I was able to establish the fact that my brother was in the filtration camp in the Cos-
sack village of Lukovskaya. The contact involved in the negotiations on releasing my brother 
promised to set him free in return for a certain monetary incentive. On the 25th of February 
I even got to see him from distance when they transferred him from one wagon to another. 
Whilst I was holding negotiations for his liberation with the contact, they transferred him to 
the White Swan prison in Pyatigorsk. 
 In Shali in March 1995, the warring parties exchanged captive Russian soldiers for civil-
ians detained in Chechnya. Among those released was a resident of Valerik village in the 
Achkhaya-Martanovsk region of the Republic of Chechnya who had seen Shamsa in the White 
Swan prison in Pyatigorsk. I went to Pyatigorsk with my younger brother Yesa for an explana-
tion of Shamsa’s fate but I was unable to establish my brother’s whereabouts. At the end of 
March the family received a letter saying that Shamsa was in Stavropol’ Remand Prison. My 
brother and I went to the town to search for Shamsa. The search took 42 days and I kept watch 
outside the prison every day hoping the civilians visiting their relatives could find out some 
information on my brother. Yesa looked for reports on our brother via the official structure and 
contacts, but was unsuccessful in this. One contact, an employee of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs (MIA), told us that it was hopeless and that it was better for us to go home. He said for 
us to call him from time to time and that he would try to help us. We went back to Chechnya 
and continued our search.
 At this time there were talks between Russia and Chechnya in Grozny. The relatives of 
missing Chechen civilians and the Russian soldiers’ mothers gathered daily in front of the 
OSCE Mission in Grozny.  
 In the hope that they would help us to establish the fate of my brother I also went with my 
younger brother and my father. We went to the International Red Cross, the OSCE and all the 
official structures of the RF with our request to establish the whereabouts of our brother but 
there were no answers. In the autumn of 1995 the Ministry of Internal Affairs employee from 
Stavropol told us over the phone that we should visit and that he had found some informa-
tion. My younger brother Yesa went to Stavropol to meet with the contact, who told him that 
Shamsa had been in prison No. 5 in Stavropol. The contact also said that he had been wounded 
and that they had treated him and taken him to Rostov-on-Don.
 After long and tedious searching we were able to unofficially establish the location and 
transfer of Shamsa around the Northern Caucasus: Mozdok-Pyatigorsk-Vladikavkaz- Pyat-
igorsk -Stavropol-Rostov-on-Don. The search for Shamsa continued both in the Northern 
Caucasus and in Moscow, with me often travelling between Moscow and Grozny.  
 In the autumn of 1995, a colonel of the Russian army, Pilyugin, proposed an exchange 
- my brother for a prisoner of war. I spent a long time looking for a soldier for the exchange. 
Two months later the Chechen combatants found a prisoner of war, Limonov, for the ex-
change. I bought new clothes for Shamsa and went to the military base of Grozny-on-Khankal. 
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Pilyugin stated that Limonov was not suitable for the exchange and that an FSB service officer 
was required. He then handed me a list of 13 people who could be exchanged for my brother.
 Finding captive officers was extremely complicated and difficult and my life could have 
come to an end at any moment since military action continued in Chechnya. By then my 
requests to the official structures of the Russian Federation had received contradictory answers 
and many of the requests had not been answered at all. For example, the declaration by my 
mother on the 23rd of June 1995 in the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Chech-
nya received an answer the next day, signed by the head of the Crime Search Department of 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Chechnya, V.S. Askhabov. It stated that the 
search for S.M. Magomadov was not possible since they had no access to the filtration camps.  
 Shamsa sent a coded telegram from Chelyabinsk. The telegram was sent from the railway 
station on the 26th of June 1995 and the coding was simple and amateurish. On the 25th  of 
June, a group of 29 convicted Chechen civilians from Caucasus had arrived in Chelyabinsk 
and Shamsa Magomadov was one of them. The text of the telegram can be decoded as fol-
lows: 29 prisoners arrive in zone 4. This shows that Shamsa Magomadov was taken at the end 
of June 1995 to remand prison No. 4-457630 Verkhneural’sky Chelyabinsk oblast.
 In the majority of cases, the Mothers’ approaches to the official structures of the RF, 
requesting their right to know the fate of their sons, were not answered or simply brushed off. 
Shamsa’s relatives searched via the official structures of the Russian Federation, international 
organisations (OSCE, IRC) and via Russian soldiers and individuals.  
 During all this time the search for the FSB officer for the exchange continued. I I eventu-
ally managed to meet with the then President of Chechnya, Dzhokhar Dudaev, whom I asked 
to help me get my brother released. His words were: “I would give as many as 25 FSB officers 
for every Chechen man, but you see, they could be lying. They give you a letter from your 
brother or a recording of his voice. They can do that, but they will not give you your brother.”  
 I was granted permission to exchange any Russian FSB officer for my brother. From the 
list put forward, I chose an FSB officer who had been detained in the summer of 1995 in the 
commandant’s office of the Staropramyslovsk district of Grozny. I chose him because Russian 
soldiers were looking hard for him and my hopes were that if they were looking for him that 
hard then they would not refuse the exchange.  
 It was a very joyful moment in my life. I visualised my brother being released and my 
parents, his daughters and relatives all happy. Alas, it eventually turned out that they deceived 
me and this was confirmed much later. The Russian military had used me, as they had many 
other relatives of missing Chechens, to obtain information on their own missing soldiers and 
officers.
 When I came to the meeting with Colonel Pilyugin with the photograph of the FSB war-
rant officer, Sergei Ivanovich Sherbakov, who Dzhokhar Dudaev had allowed me to exchange 
for my brother, they told me that they could not find him. I was dazed by such behaviour by a 
Colonel of the Russian Army. I could not understand it.  
 The honour and dignity of a civilian and a Russian officer did not give him the moral right 
to deceive and betray me like that. I categorically refused to leave the Khankal military base. 
Instead I sat on a rock and said: “Arrest me, then I might see my brother!”. Pilyugin spent a 
long time persuading me to leave the base or visit the Russian soldiers’ mothers in their hostel. 
I then asked him: “Do you have a wife and children?” he answered, “yes”. Then I said “I beg 
you, on the life of your kids, on their mothers milk, tell me that you told me that my brother 
is alive”. Pilyugin answered: “Madina, it is the FSB, I never told you anything”. That was 
our last meeting. His duty in Chechnya was over and I had to find another contact. I found a 
Chechen from the village of Gekhi (Urs-Martanovsk region of Chechnya) who took me to an 
FSB representative who was based in the village of Chernorech’ye in the Zavodsk district of 
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Grozny.
 We held talks with officer Sergei. After two months of searching he stated that he had 
found a Shamkhan Magomadov but that he could not find our brother. Shamkhan was born 
in Shali in the Republic of Chechnya and was detained in summer 1995. I gave his sister the 
information I got from Sergei, but to date they have not been able to establish the whereabouts 
of her brother either. 
 To date I have been forced to take photos of the officer prepared for the exchange with my 
brother six times. These were the conditions: The officer had to hold a piece of paper show-
ing the date the photo was taken in his hands for the photo. The last photo was taken on the 
6th of February 1996. By the time I’d received the photo, two weeks had already passed, and 
when I arrived for a routine meeting with the Russian soldiers they told me that that officer 
had been killed when trying to escape from the prisoner of war camp and that I was to find 
another officer for the exchange.  
 After a long series of searches and meetings, I was allowed to exchange another FSB offi-
cer for my brother. I asked Sergei to continue searching for my brother and after three months 
they told me that they had found out where my brother was detained. 
 The conditions had hardened. Besides the FSB officer, they wanted a large sum of money 
in dollars. Sergei said that the documents had been sent to Moscow, for pardon, because the 
exchange could only continue if he was pardoned. Time passed and I received a notification 
from them saying that my brother had not been pardoned.  
 I went to Moscow and at a meeting for human rights workers I was introduced to a man 
who was a member of the pardoning committee for the President of the RF. I asked him to tell 
me if my brother’s documents had actually reached the commission to receive a pardon. He 
promised he would phone and over the phone later he told me that Shamsa’s documents were 
not at the Commission. But he also said that if Shamsa’s mother is a mother-heroine, they 
would pardon him when he had completed half of his prison sentence.  
 Our mother was a mother-heroine, but if his documents had not got there, then this would 
not help us anyhow. Most likely, my brother’s documents had arrived at the commission, but 
the members of the pardon commission were not allowed to tell us.
 I returned from Moscow and continued to meet with officer Sergei. Our last meeting was 
in the end of June 1996. On the 6th of August 1996, Grozny was torn by the battles between 
Chechen militants and Russian soldiers. The Khasavurtovsk Agreement was signed and the 
Russian troops withdrew from Chechen territory. I never found Sergei again. I had to find 
another contact. Alongside all of this, we continued the searches via the official structures of 
Russia and Chechnya”.
 The search for Shamsa Magomadov has already taken 10 years. During this time, nume-
rous answers have been received from the official structures of the RF, none of which have 

clarified the fate of Shamsa, a peaceful 
resident of Chechnya. In spite of this, the 
search for Shamsa Magomadov has not 
ceased, it continues. Shamsa Magomadov’s 
relatives and close friends still do not have 
information on his whereabouts but are sure 
that he is alive and will finally return home. 
The Mothers of Chechnya, as well as his 
relatives and his two daughters, ask those 
who are willing to help find Shamsa and set 
him free. 

The Mothers of Chechnya take part into Mothers Compassion 
March for Life. Moskva-Grozny, 1995.
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Chapter 5 
 The Mothers of Chechnya: The Organisation
Mission
The mission of The Mothers of Chechnya is to monitor the observance of human rights and the 
development of democracy in Chechnya and the Caucasus. In order to fulfil this mission, the 
Mothers of Chechnya has, since its creation in 1995, exposed violations of human rights and 
applied pressure on the authorities. The aim is to obtain full observance of the international 
human rights obligations that the Russian Federation has adhered to. 
A legal democratic state cannot exist without a strong civil society. For this reason, The Mothers 
of Chechnya is doing all it can to strengthen and feed civil the society in the Republic of Chech-
nya and in the Northern Caucasus.

 The basic activities of The Mothers of Chechnya include the following: 
 • Protecting human rights
 • Searching for missing civilians
 • Monitoring the human rights situation in the region
 • Monitoring the region’s ecology
 • Conducting programmes to improve the region’s ecology
 • Conducting educational programmes
 • Providing free legal assistance
 • Providing psychological rehabilitation of traumatised children
 • Providing psychological rehabilitation a professional preparation for women and  
  youths.
 • Carrying out research
 • Working on social conciliation
 • Peacekeeping and peace making                                                 

From 1995 until 2006, The Mothers of Chechnya have actively participated in the movement to 
end the war in Chechnya and the Caucasus and is carrying out the important task of informing 
the civil society of the massive violations of human rights in Chechnya. In addition, the orga-
nisation is carrying out research and continues the ceaseless search for those Chechen civilians 
and Russian soldiers who have gone missing or have involuntarily disappeared in Chechnya 
during the Chechen wars.

Structure 
At the moment, there are more than 1000 members and 25 active volunteers 
working in the organisation on a regular basis.  The board of The Mothers 
of Chechnya consists of seven persons who are being elected every second 
year. The members of the board hold meetings once a month. The board 
has a decision-making function while the head of the organisation has an 
executive role. 
 The head and founder of The Mothers of Chechnya is the solicitor and 
biologist Madina Magomadova who has been searching for her younger 
brother since the 11th of January 1995. For 11 years Madina Magomadova 
has repeatedly been re-elected by the members of The Mothers of Chech-
nya, and is thus still leading the organisation. 
 In accordance with its statutes, accepted in 1995, The Mothers of Chechnya is a non-go-
vernmental, non-commercial, civic organisation.
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History 
The Mothers of Chechnya is the oldest active human rights organisation in the Caucasus today. 
It is the only organisation in the Russian Federation that was founded by relatives and close 
friends of missing Chechen civilians. It was founded in Grozny in 1995.
 On the 11th of December 1994, the President of Russia B. N. Yeltsin signed a decree on the 
Establishing Constitutional Order in the Republic of Chechnya. On that tragic day in the his-
tory of the Chechen people, Russian troops crossed the border into the Republic of Chechnya. 
That is how one of the worst wars in the world history - the First Chechen War – began. This 
war was to become a disaster for the Chechen people.
 Tens of thousands of civilians have died and even more have been crushed by human 
plights. In the first three months of 1995 alone, more than 2000 people aged from 15 to 70 
were arrested and taken across Chechnya’s borders. This is a frightening figure considering the 
fact that the entire Chechen people at that point consisted of only one million people.  
 Every day the relatives and close friends of those Chechen civilians who had gone missing 
gathered in front of the OSCE mission building in Grozneftenaya Square in Grozny. These 
were spontaneous gatherings to which people brought the terrible grief over the loss of their 
loved ones.  
 On the 12th of May 1995 The Mothers of Chechnya was created on the initiative of Madina 
Magomadova, in order to search for the Chechen civilians who had gone missing or had in-
voluntarily disappeared. Madina was joined by other mothers and sisters of missing civilians. 
The establishment of the organisation coincided with the beginning of the Russian-Chechen 
peace negotiations. 
 In the period between 1995-2006, The Mothers of Chechnya actively searched for those 
civilians and Russian soldiers who had gone missing or had involuntarily disappeared during 
the First and Second Chechen Wars. The Mothers of Chechnya organised and completed more 
than 5000 missions to different parts of Russia and the CIS. More than 6000 missions were 

conducted to search for missing Chechen civilians and 
monitor the violation of human rights within Chechnya.

1995: The Mothers of Chechnya lobbied for the search for 
missing civilians at the State Duma and in other Russian 
Federal departments.

1995-1997: The Mothers of Chechnya worked together to 
gain the release of over 700 Russian soldiers from Russian 
prisons.
 The president of The Mothers of Chechnya, Madina 
Magomadova, became a member of the Conciliatory Watch-
Dog Committee on talks between the Republic of Chechnya 
and Russian Federation.

1995-1999: The Mothers of Chechnya carried out research into the establishment of more than 
300 mass graves from the First Chechen War.
 The Mothers of Chechnya actively lobbied the issue on searching for missing Chechen 
civilians at the Russian Federation State Duma, the Russian Federation General Public 
Prosecutor’s Office and the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the Russian Federation.

1996: The Mothers of Chechnya lobbied for mobile hearings by the Committee for Women’s 
Affairs, Children and Youth of the State Duma in Nazran in the Republic of Ingushetia, on the 
violation of the rights of the organisation during the Chechen wars, 
 Representatives of The Mothers of Chechnya participated in a television programme on 

Representatives of The Mothers of 
Chechnya presented reports on the 
missing Chechen civilians to the Social 
Tribunal for the Violation of Human 
Rights in Chechnya.
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channel one of the central television broadcaster on the violation of human rights in Chech-
nya.
 The Mothers of Chechnya appeared on channel two of the central television broadcaster 
on the programme Mirror, which addressed the question of the violation of human rights in 
Chechnya. As a well-known human rights worker, Madina, the President of The Mothers of 
Chechnya, was invited to Japan, where she met with many governmental and non-governmen-
tal organisations.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was received in the Upper and Lower Hou-
ses of Parliament in Japan.
 A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya was received at the Japan Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Ministry of Education.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya made an appeal to the Japanese people via 
Japanese Central Television.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya held press conferences in the towns of Tokyo 
Osaka, Nagasaki and Hiroshima, in Japan. 

1997: The Mothers of Chechnya worked very hard in order to get the State Duma of the 
Russian Federation to approve a reasonable law for the Russian and Chechen sides on the 
administration for participants of military action in Chechnya. First, they lead a social cam-
paign lobbying for the approval of a Law on administration that would fully satisfy Article 6 
Protocol 2 of the Geneva Convention of the 12th of August 1949. Second, they developed an 
alternative draft law on administration, which was presented to the Russian State Duma. 
 In March 1997, a delegation of Chechen mothers campaigned in front of the State Duma, 
demanding the acceptance of an amnesty under international standards.The Mothers of Chech-
nya also organised a trip for over 100 relatives of the missing to Rostov-on-Don, for the visual 
examination of the remains of the victims of the First Chechen 
War located at Legal Medical Laboratory 124 of the Ministry of Defence of the RF. 
 The mothers helped Yakha Magomadova repatriate the bodies of her two sons from the 
Legal Medical Laboratory 124 of the Ministry of Defence of the RF (Rostov-on-Don) to 
Grozny and give them a decent burial. 
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya carried out research into the whereabouts 
of the Chechens arrested during military activities in Chechnya who are serving sentences in 
the colonies of the Zubovsk region of the Republic of Mordova. The delegation that travel-
led to the Zubovsk region was arrested and held in custody for a few days in Pot’ma. They 
were interrogated about the aim of their journey. Once they had been released, the delegation 
continued their research on the sentencing of the missing Chechens to colonies in the Zubovsk 
region of the Republic of Mordova. It was established, in particular, that 280 of the missing 
Chechen civilians listed were detained in colony 119 of the Zubovsk region of the Republic of 
Mordova. The delegation was unable to obtain written proof of this.
 A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the International Conference on 
the theme Three Hundred Years since Peter the Great, in Rotterdam, the Netherlands.

1997-1998: The Mothers of Chechnya as-
sisted and actively participated in creating a 
laboratory in Grozny to exhume and identify 
the remains of victims from the First Che-
chen War.

1997-1999: The Mothers of Chechnya 
investigated the burial locations of unna-
med victims of the First Chechen War in 



21

the Stavropol’sk oblast, in the Republic of Alaniya, Krasnodarsk and Rostov oblasts and the 
Republic of Dagestan and other oblasts.

1998: A representative of The Mothers of Chechnya participated in the International Confe-
rence on Peace Issues, organised by the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society in Stockholm, 
Sweden.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the International Jubilee confe-
rence of the International Peace Office in Moscow, Russia. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya assisted and travelled with representatives of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the Republic of Chechnya to consecutive prisons and prison colonies in 
Novosibirsk, Pyatigorsk and Astrakhan’.
1998-1999: The Mothers of Chechnya assisted and actively participated in the exhumation of 
the remains of 215 victims of the First Chechen War. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya assisted in the primary processing, identification and return of 
the remains of the victims of the Chechen wars to their relatives and assisted with the burials. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya assisted the identification and return to the Soldiers’ Mothers of 
Russia of the remains of Soldiers who died in Chechnya. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya lobbied for the conduct of two parliamentary hearings in the 
Parliament of the Republic of Chechnya on the question of the search for Chechen civilians 
who went missing during the First Chechen War. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya have repeatedly held protests in Grozny demanding that the 
Chechen authorities search for the missing Chechen civilians.

1999: A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the International Conference The 
Hague Appeal for Peace, in the Hague, the Netherlands. 
 The Mothers of Chechnya have lobbied on all levels of Russian State power on the issue 
of exhuming the remains of Chechen civilians who died in the war from unnamed graves in 
the republics and the oblasts of the Northern Caucasus.
 On the 25th of August 1999, the organisation assisted in the exhumation of bodies from 28 
unnamed graves in Mozdok, in the Republic of Alaniya. The Mothers of Chechnya took part 
in the exhumation and the transport of the remains to the Laboratory in Grozny, Chechnya. 
The second Chechen war started and impeded the primary processing and identification of the 
remains.
 The Mothers of Chechnya held the conference: “A mother’s pain” in Grozny, on the pro-
blem of searching for missing Chechen civilians.
 The very same year, The Mothers of Chechnya turned to their counterpart civil associa-
tions in the Republics of Ingushetia and Dagestan and in Moscow, with the aim of joining 
together to form an association. They endorsed the initiative of The Mothers of Chechnya and 
together with them founded the Association The Mothers of Chechnya for Peace. 
 In December 1999, under conditions of active military action, The Mothers of Chechnya 
carried out large-scale humanitarian actions in the villages of Shalazha and Gekha-Chu in the 
Urus-Martanovsk region of Chechnya. They distributed food to locals and refugees from other 
Chechen towns and villages.

1999-2006: Following the example given by The Mothers of Chechnya, relatives and close 
friends of missing Chechen civilians, who had moved to different parts of Russia during the 
period of 1997 to 1999, created similar organisations in Moscow, the Republic of Ingushetia 
and in Dagestan.

2000: A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in an international conference on 
World Water Resources, in the Hague, the Netherlands. 
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 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was received at the Dutch Parliament.
In February 2000, The Mothers of Chechnya carried out large-scale humanitarian actions in 
four settlements (Shalazha and Gekha-Chu, Roshna-Chu and Tanga-Chu) in the Urus-Marta-
novsk region of Chechnya. Food products were distributed. 
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was received at the European Parliament in 
Brussels.
 A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya was invited to Japan by the Civilian Peace 
Fund, where a delegation held a press conference in Tokyo, visited the Lower House of the 
Japanese Parliament, met with representatives of well known non-governmental organisations 
in Japan and took part in a conference on Chechnya.
 A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya gave a presentation at the 56th session of the 
UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva, Switzerland.
 The Mothers of Chechnya carried out humanitarian aid for refugees from the village of 
Komsomolsk. They distributed money to poor families.

2000-2005: A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya repeatedly participated in UN brie-
fings and press conferences on the human rights situation in Chechnya.

2000-2006: Representatives of The Mothers of Chechnya met with the main national delega-
tions of the Member Countries of the Council of Europe and informed them on the massive 
violation of human rights in Chechnya. Photographs and videos of documents testifying to the 
violation of human rights in Chechnya were put on display.

2001: A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya gave a presentation at the 57th UN Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva, Switzerland.
 A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the All-Russia Congress for Human 
Rights Workers.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was invited to the International Jubilee Con-
ference of the Moscow Helsinki Group, Moscow, Russia.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the Ingushetia-Strasbourg March 
for Peace in Chechnya.
 A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya was chosen to be a member of the PACE Social 
Consultative Council of the RF State Duma, a mechanism created as part of the political solu-
tion of the conflict in Chechnya. The Social Consultative Council worked under the aegis of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France.
 The Mothers of Chechnya carried out large-scale humanitarian actions for refugees from 
the village of Komsamol’sk in the Urus-Martanovsk region of Chechnya. They distributed a 
considerable amount of clothing for all age groups.
 A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the First and Second Consultative 
Meetings of the Social Consultative Council (PACE- RF STATE DUMA) on developing 
mechanisms for the political regulation of the military conflict in Chechnya, in Strasbourg, 
France and Vienna, Austria.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was received by the President of the Council 
of Europe, Russell Johnson, in Strasbourg, France.
A delegate of The Mothers of Chechnya was received by the PACE secretary Bruno Gallero in 
Strasbourg, France.
 Representatives of The Mothers of Chechnya were received at the Russian Nationwide 
Committee On the Termination of War and the Instigation of Peace in the Republic of Chech-
nya.
A representative of The Mothers of Chechnya became an honorary member of the Internatio-
nal Peace Office in Geneva, Switzerland.
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2001-2006: A representative of The Mothers of Chechnya repetitively met with the High 
Commissioner of the Council of Europe, Alvaro Gil-Robles.

2002: A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in an international conference on 
the situation in Chechnya in the Hague, the Netherlands.
 The Mothers of Chechnya organised an exhibition of photographs of missing Chechen 
civilians in the Hague, the Netherlands.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was invited to Stockholm, Sweden by 
the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society, where its members met with representatives of 
non-governmental organisations and the press and participated in a protest against the war 
in Chechnya. The association gave lectures on the human rights situation in Chechnya for 
students and representatives of the general public in the towns of Stockholm and Uppsala in 
Sweden.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the conference of the Worldwide 
Chechen Congress in Copenhagen.
 A representative of The Mothers of Chechnya was chosen to become a member of the 
Worldwide Chechen Congress Council.
 A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya gave a presentation at the 58th Session of the 
UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva.

2003: The Mothers of Chechnya built a primary school for refugee children living in the 
Khleboprodukt camp in Ordzhonikidzevsky Village, in the Sunzhensk region of the Republic 
of Ingushetia.
A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya gave a presentation at the 59th Session of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights in Geneva.
The Mothers of Chechnya opened the Rainbow educational centre for refugee children living 
in the Khleboprodukt camp in Ordzhonikidzevsky Village, in the Sunzhensk region of the 
Republic of Ingushetia.

2004: A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in an international conference on 
the problems in Chechnya in Florence, Italy.
A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya was received by the local authorities in Florence, 
Italy.
A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the International Conference Women 
for Peace Around the World in Geneva, Switzerland.

2005: A delegation from The Mothers of Chechnya took part in the international conference 
on the Centenary Award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bertha von Suttner in Prague, in the 
Czech Republic.
 A delegate from The Mothers of Chechnya took part the international conference Chech-
nya After Maskhadov, in London, Great Britain.

The Mothers of Chechnya is associated with members of well-known Russian organisations 
such as the Movement For Human Rights (president: Lev Ponamaryev); The Civic Organisa-
tion - The Children of Russia (president: Ella Panfilova); The Committee of Russian Soldier’s 
Mothers (president Tatjana Znachkova; honorable president Maria Kirbasova); and the 
International Organisation Kryn. The Mothers of Chechnya is a part of the Association The 
Mothers of Chechnya for Peace, which has an honorary board of trustees, including famous 
people from around the world.
 The activities of The Mothers of Chechnya have been supported in written form by: Boris 
Gryslov, President of the Russian State Duma, Evgeni Primakov, Genadi Seleznev, ex-Preside-
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nt of the Russian State Duma, Chris Hunter, The Centre for Peacekeeping and Social Deve-
lopment, the ex-Deputy of PACE, Lord Frank Judd, Ludmila Alekseeva, from the Moscow 
Helsinki Group and the International Helsinki Federation, Human Rights Watch, the Moscow 
Human Rights Office, Russia, For Human Rights and Doctors Without Frontiers, Switzerland.
 The activities of The Mothers of Chechnya are carried out in a co-operation with many 
regional, national and international NGOs working on the territory of the region. Many of these 
organisations is conducting their work by the specific directions, for example, providing huma-
nitarian and medical aid, legal protection or monitoring human rights situation in Chechnya. At 
present moment, the main direction of Mothers of Chechnya activities is searching for missing 
or involuntarily disappeared persons in Chechnya.
 On a regular basis The Mothers of Chechnya provides the public full objective information 
on the observance of missing persons situation in Chechnya. The members of The Mothers of 
Chechnya and the President of the organisation Madina Magomadova are leading the active 
social work on protecting human rights in the region. Furthermore, The Mothers of Chechnya is 
considered to be the most active of those few organisations specialising in searching for missing 
or involuntarily disappeared persons in Chechnya.

      President of The Mothers of Chechnya 
      Madina Masudovna Magomadova 

      Executive Director 
      Seda Yangul’baeva
Contact Information
 The Mothers of Chechnya 

    Addresses: 
    Republic of Chechnya, Grozny,  
    ul. Zaveta Il’icha str.187/36
    Mob. 8-928-897-51-92

    125252, Moscow, Novopeschannaya str.16/78.
    Tel/fax: +7-495-943-75-34
    Mob: +7926-481-94-34

    Republic of Ingushetia, Sunzhenskii Raion,  
    stanitsa Ordzhonikidzevskaya, а\y-02
    Tel/fax: +7-873-41-2-28-08
    Email: materi-chechni@mail.ru

 Previous and ongoing projects:
 • Russia – Chechnya, Group Search;
 • Grozny NGO Resource centre;
 • War and the Rights of Women;
 • Rainbow educational centre;
 • Warm House centre – legal and professional training and rehabilitation for women; 
 • Hope project;
 • Search for Persons Who Went Missing During the Chechen Wars.
 • Publication of the Shadows of Disappeared booklets.
 • Legal and juridical help for relatives of missing persons in their search for those  
  who went missing during the Chechen Wars.
 • Inception study about the problems of missing persons in Chechnya.
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Publications:
The Mothers of Chechnya have printed the first volume of the Shadows of Disappeared 
booklet and research continues for the preparation of volumes II and III of this book.
Research continues for the preparation and publication of the first volume of the book White 
Memory; for the preparation for publication of the leaflet “Your Rights, Citizen” and the 
leaflet “Hope”. 

Financial Support has been provided by:
 1. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany in Moscow;
 2. The Soros Fund; 
 3. The Ford Fund, Small Grants Civic organisation Programme; 
 4. The Eibert Fund; 
 5. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; 
 6. The Japanese Fund Risse Kokyeei Kai Itidziki Kheiva Kikin; 
 7. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway;
 8. The National Endowment for Democracy (NED);
 9. The Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society/Swedish International Development   
 Cooperation Agency (SIDA), Sweden.

Sources of financing include private donations, member subscriptions and sponsorship.

Fundraising
Relatives and close friends of the missing in Chechnya turned to the organisation The Mothers 
of Chechnya with a request to organise a campaign to raise the funds required to implement 
the activities of The Mothers of Chechnya, and to provide humanitarian support to the children 
and elderly parents of the missing Chechen civilians. The board of The Mothers of Chechnya 
supported this initiative.

All donations made will be used for:
 • searching for missing and involuntarily disappeared civilians, 
 • carrying out the work on individual citizen’s complaints, 
 • providing legal protection and free juridical assistance for victims of war, 
 • keeping a reception board open free  for those who need help,
 • providing humanitarian and psychological aid to children whose parents went   
  missing during the Chechen wars,
 • providing psychosocial aid and rehabilitation to refugees, children and women   
  who suffered during the war period.

The Mothers of Chechnya welcomes any form of partnership and co-operation that would 
help us to implement projects and activities according to organisation statutes. All donors will 
receive an annual comprehensive financial report on the organisation’s activities, along with 
information on the expenditure of gifts, irrespective of the amount they give.
 In order to make a donation, please get in touch with the office of The Mothers of Chech-
nya by telephone, fax or email. We would also ask all donors to agree to disclosure of informa-
tion on the donation and to provide a return address to which the receipt can be sent. 

Any further information, including on how to make donations in foreign currencies, can be 
obtained from The Mothers of Chechnya’s bookkeepers:

Tel./fax in Moscow: +7(495) 943-75-34; Tel./fax in Ingushetia +7-(8734) 12-28-08,

Mobile Telephone in Ingushetia: +7-928-897-51-92
E-mail: magomadovm@mail.ru, materi-chechni@mail.ru




